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In a January 11 message (Tal/ a) Ambassador Porter 
notes that the communist side has backed away from the 
flexibility hinted at in J uly ,/ 19 7 1 , when they conveyed 
the impression that prisoner releases could begin as 
soon as the U.S. set a withdrawal date, without accept- 
ance of the other conditions spelled out in their seven 
point proposal of July 1. In mid-September, in response 
to questions stemming from statements by Senator _ McGovern , 
communist spokesmen reverted to the line that prisoner 
releases depended on the seven points as a whole, and 
in particular on U.S. responsibility for the removal 
of the Thieu government (point two of the seven points) . 
This tougher position has been re-stated frequently , 
most recently following the President's Januarv 2 
CBS interview. (A summary of communist statements 
on this subject, prepared in ISA, is at Tab B.) 


Ambassador Porter's message concludes with the 
thoucrht that if the US would now offer a POW/withdrawal 
deal! the communists "would reject it or smother it in 
conditions . " He notes that they would pay a price in 
doing so, in terms of their efforts to appear forth- 
coming on this issue. Although the message makes no 
specific recommendations, it implies that we should 
put forward such a proposal soon, for its unsettling 
effect" on the communist's negotiating position — 
and (I add) with the hope, however ^s light, that they 

would accept it. > 
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Tab A - USDEL 600 

Tab B - Summary of communist statements 
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